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Appendix B – Urban Search and Rescue Task Force 
Organization Chart
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Appendix C – Urban Search and 
Rescue Team Typing Levels of 
Operational Capability
Urban Search and Rescue Type 4 (Basic) 
Operational Level 

Represents the minimum capability to conduct safe and effective 
search and rescue operations at incidents involving non-structural 
entrapment.  Personnel at this level shall be competent at surface 
rescue that involves minimal removal of debris and building contents 
to extricate easily accessible victims from damaged, but non-collapsed 
structures. 

Urban Search and Rescue Type 3 (Light) 
Operational Level 

Represents the minimum capability to conduct safe and effective 
search and rescue operations for incidents involving the collapse 
or failure of light-frame construction.  This level is also capable of 
conducting low-angle or one-person load rope rescue. 

Urban Search and Rescue Type 2 (Medium) 
Operational Level 

Represents the minimum capability to conduct safe and effective 
search and rescue operations at structure collapse incidents involving 
the collapse or failure of heavy wall construction.  This level is also 
capable of conducting high-angle rope rescue (not including highline 
systems), confined space rescue (no permit required), and trench and 
excavation rescue. 

Urban Search and Rescue Type 1 (Heavy) 
Operational Level 

Represents the minimum capability to conduct safe and effective 
search and rescue operations at structure collapse incidents involving 
the collapse or failure of heavy floor, pre-cast concrete, and steel frame 
construction.  This level is also capable of conducting high-angle rope 
rescue (including highline systems), confined space rescue (permit 
required), and mass transportation rescue.
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Appendix D – Process for Ordering Urban Search and 
Rescue Task Forces 

Figure D-1
 Procedures for In-State Request for 

Urban Search and Rescue Task Forces
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Appendix E – FIRESCOPE Statewide 
VHF Channel Plan*
First Priority

Channel ID

Receive and 
Transmit 

Direct
Repeater 
Transmit Bandwidth

Transmit 
Power

Usage 
Notes

WHITE 1 154.2800 WIDE HIGH 1

WHITE 2 154.2650 WIDE HIGH 1

WHITE 3 154.2950 WIDE HIGH 1

CALCORD 156.0750 WIDE HIGH 2

CDF COMMAND 1 151.3550 159.3000 WIDE HIGH 3,7

CDF COMMAND 2 151.2650 159.3300 WIDE HIHG 3,7

CDF COMMAND 3 151.3400 159.3450 WIDE HIGH 3,7

CA TRAVEL NET 169.1250 168.3250 NARROW HIGH 3,4

OES 1 154.1600 WIDE HIGH

OES 2 154.2200 WIDE HIGH

CDF TAC 2 151.1600 WIDE HIGH 7

CDF TAC 10 151.4000 WIDE HIGH 7

NIFC COMMAND 1 168.7000 170.9750 NARROW LOW 3,4,5,6

NIFC COMMAND 2 168.1000 170.4500 NARROW LOW 3,4,5,6

NIFC COMMAND 3 168.0750 170.4250 NARROW LOW 3,4,5,6

NIFC COMMAND 4 166.6125 168.4000 NARROW LOW 3,4,5,6

NIFC COMMAND 5 167.1000 169.7500 NARROW LOW 3,4,5,6

NIFC COMMAND 6 168.4750 173.8125 NARROW LOW 3,4,5,6

NIFC COMMAND 7 162.9625 171.7875 NARROW LOW 3,4,5,6

NIFC TAC 1 168.0500 NARROW LOW 4,5,6

NIFC TAC 2 168.2000 NARROW LOW 4,5,6

NIFC TAC 3 168.6000 NARROW LOW 4,5,6

NIFC TAC 4 164.1375 NARROW LOW 4,5,6
NIFC TAC 5 166.7250 NARROW LOW 4,5,6
NIFC TAC 6 166.7750 NARROW LOW 4,5,6

NIFC TAC 7 168.2500 NARROW LOW 4,5,6

USFS R5 TAC 4 173.9125 NARROW LOW 5,6

USFS R5 TAC 5 173.9625 NARROW LOW 5,6
USFS R5 TAC 6 173.9875 NARROW LOW 5,6
USFS AIR-
GROUND 170.0000 NARROW LOW 5,6

CDF AIR-GROUND 151.2200 WIDE LOW 5

BLM AIR-GROUND 167.9500 NARROW LOW 5,6

AIR GUARD 168.6250 NARROW LOW 5,9

*July 2005
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Second Priority Channels – Narrowband VHF Interoperability 
Channels Available for Primary Usage on January 1, 2005

Vcall 155.7525 NARROW HIGH 8

VTAC 1 151.1375 NARROW LOW 5,8

VTAC 2 154.4525 NARROW LOW 5,8

VTAC 3 158.7375 NARROW LOW 5,8

VTAC 4 159.4725 NARROW LOW 5,8

Third Priority Channels – CDF Tactical Channels and CDF Command 
Channels (excluding CDF Tacticals 2 and 10 and Commands 1, 2, and 
3 already contained in first priority)

CDF TAC 1 151.1450 NARROW HIGH 7

CDF TAC 3 151.1750 WIDE HIGH 7

CDF TAC 4 151.1900 WIDE HIGH 7

CDF TAC 5 151.2500 WIDE HIGH 7

CDF TAC 6 151.3250 WIDE HIGH 7

CDF TAC 7 151.3400 WIDE HIGH 7

CDF TAC 8 151.3700 WIDE HIGH 7

CDF TAC 9 151.3850 WIDE HIGH 7

CDF TAC 11 151.4450 WIDE HIGH 7

CDF TAC 12 151.4600 WIDE HIGH 7

CDF TAC 13 151.4750 NARROW HIGH 7

CDF TAC 14 159.2250 WIDE HIGH 7

CDF TAC 15 159.2700 WIDE HIGH 7

CDF TAC 16 159.2850 WIDE HIGH 7

CDF TAC 17 159.3150 WIDE HIGH 7

CDF TAC 18 159.3450 WIDE HIGH 7

CDF TAC 19 159.3600 WIDE HIGH 7

CDF TAC 20 159.3750 WIDE HIGH 7

CDF TAC 21 159.3900 WIDE HIGH 7

CDF TAC 22 159.4050 WIDE HIGH 7

CDF TAC 23 159.4500 WIDE HIGH 7

CDF COMMAND 4 151.4000 159.3750 WIDE HIGH 7

CDF COMMAND 5 151.3700 159.2850 WIDE HIGH 7

CDF COMMAND 6 151.2500 159.3600 WIDE HIGH 7

CDF COMMAND 7 151.4600 159.3900 WIDE HIGH 7

CDF COMMAND 8 151.4450 159.3450 WIDE HIGH 7

CDF COMMAND 9 151.1750 159.4500 WIDE HIGH 7

CDF COMMAND 10 151.1900 159.2250 WIDE HIGH 7

Fourth Priority Channels – U.S. Forest Service Administration and 
Support Nets, Bureau of Land Management, National Parks, and 
Statewide Operational Area Mutual Aid Channels
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To be determined as a result of a statewide audit of appropriate mutual aid channels by 
Operational Area.

Usage Notes

The WHITE channels require individual licensing from the FCC.  WHITE Channel operational 1.	
policies are outlined in OES Fire Operations Bulletin 28.
Use of CALCORD is subject to the CALCORD Plan, under an executed CALCORD agreement 2.	
with OES.  Contact OES Telecommunication (916-845-8630) for information.
Federal and State of California Agencies use the following sixteen tones for repeater access.  3.	
These must be included for repeater use.  These tones must be programmed on the transmit 
side only of mobile and portable radios.

1. 110.9 2. 123.0 3. 131.8 4. 136.5

5. 146.2 6. 156.7 7. 167.9 8. 103.5

9. 100.0 10. 107.2 11. 114.8 12. 127.3

13. 141.3 14. 151.4 15. 162.2 16. 192.8

In order to program California Travel Net, all “Note 4” channels (NIFC Command and Tactical 4.	
channels) must be programmed in the radio.
Transmitters are to be set to the lowest available power setting on this frequency5.	
For use when assigned by an incident.  Incident COMLs must obtain authorization for the use 6.	
of these channels through the NIFC Communications Duty Officer (208-387-5644).
For use when assigned by an Incident.  Incident COMLs must obtain authorization for the use 7.	
of these channels through the CDF Southern Region or Northern Region Command Center
Specific channel usage guidelines will be determined by the California Statewide 8.	
Interoperability Executive Committee (CALSIEC).  Tone 6 (156.7Hz) is used as the common 
tone (transmit and receive).
National Air Guard – 168.625 MHz – A National Interagency Air Guard frequency for 9.	
government aircraft assigned to incidents.  It is used in emergency communications 
for aviation.  A separate receiver is required to permit continuous monitoring in aircraft.  
Transmitters on this frequency should be equipped with an encoder on 110.0 Hz.
168.625 is restricted to the following use:

1. Air-to-air emergency contact and coordination.

2. Ground-to-air emergency contact.

3. Initial call, recall, and re-direction of aircraft when no other contact frequency is 	
available.

All ICS205 Communications Plans on incidents that use federal or CDF aircraft should have this 
channel programmed in the last available channel slot of cache portable radios.

The following Interoperability Channels in the 800 MHz band are available for use by the California 
Fire Service:

Channel ID Receive and Xmit Direct Repeater Transmit Usage Notes

Int’l Calling Channel (ICALL) 866.0125 821.0125 10

Int’l Tactical Channel 1 (ITAC 1) 866.5125 821.5125 10

Int’l Tactical Channel 2 (ITAC 2) 867.0125 822.0125 10

Int’l Tactical Channel 3 (ITAC 3) 867.5125 822.5125 10

Int’l Tactical Channel 4 (ITAC 4) 868.0125 823..0125 10

Statewide Fire/EMC Tactical (FIREMARS) 868.9875 823.9875 11

Northern CA Fire/EMC Tactical (FIREMARS 2) 866.9125 821.9125 11,12

These channels are for inter-agency/inter-disclipline use.  No single-agency, routine 10.	
communications permitted.  Tone 6 (156.7 Hz) is used as the International common tone 
(transmit and receive).
Use as a Fire and EMS single-agency or strike-team common channel is permitted.  Tone 6 11.	
(156.7 Hz.) is used as the common tone (transmit and receive). Use is subject to an executed 
use agreement with OES.  Contact OES Telecommunications (916-845-8630) for information.
Not available for use in Imperial, Kern, Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, San 12.	
Diego, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, or Ventura counties.
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